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Instructor Commentary

Thisteaching artifact isone | created using the Comic Life 3 app and it was created for
the purposes of teaching my students how to read a comic. This prepares them to read an
assigned graphic novel for class, namely Fables: Animal Farm, while briefly explaining
how comics act are complex multimodal texts. In particular, | draw inspiration and
definitions from Scott McCloud and Dale Jacobs. The comic itself also features various
assets from existing comic stories, which | cite on the last page along with my works
cited. The gain from using this artifact, particularly when paired with an assigned comic
or graphic novel, isthat students will be ableto learn fairly quickly how to read acomic
if they have never read one. Even for those who have, they learn condensed vocabulary
and multimodal attributes that might otherwise be difficult to teach or explain in class, or
through other dense textbooks. Lastly, it is an engaging medium that encourages close-
reading. The loss, however, is the stretched definition of multimodality as awhole.
Naturally, print comics do not employ sound or gesturesin its pages, so those modes
definitions have to be expanded. Furthermore, it isfairly limited to specific assignments
involving the comic medium.

1 Nicole Neitzke recently received her Master'sin English, along with a Professional
Certificate in Teaching and Writing, at the California State University in Fullerton. Email:
nicoleneitzke@csu.fullerton.edu
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